
There is movement after all… established and current developments in Vienna/Lower 
Austrian city & environs management. 
Regional cooperation projects must have staying power. Other equally important factors are 
consistency at personnel level, professional competence and trust in that competence, as well as 
willingness by participants at all levels to be multipartial. After 17 years working in Vienna/Lower 
Austrian city & environs management, Renate Zuckerstätter is now taking leave. Looking back, 
what is particularly striking is how "regional development" has changed during this period, and 
what possibilities it has created today. 
 
Old paths and new ways: The regional approach as reflected through the years. 
The question of how current and future challenges can be optimally met in regional development 
is one that occupies politicians, planners and scientists, as well as the people who live, work and 
spend their free time in the respective environment on a daily basis. The Stadt-Umland-
Management (Vienna/Lower Austrian City & Environs Management) serves as an "innovation 
laboratory", consistently developing new approaches to issues such as spatial and transport 
planning, business locations, landscape planning or soil conservation. 
 

The urban region as solution: Stadt-Umland-Konferenz 2022 (City & Environs Conference). 
Finally, after a two-year break due to the coronavirus, a city & environs conference was held on 
5 December 2022 in the Palais Niederösterreich, providing the welcome opportunity for renewed 
personal exchange and dialogue. Many of the challenges facing the urban region of Vienna/Lower 
Austria can only be solved in a concerted effort and at regional level. But what does it take to 
“simply get down to business”? That was the question at the focus of the city & environs 
conference. 
 
City & environs excursion 2022: A visit to the urban region of Lower Saxony/Bremen.  
The cities and municipalities of two federal states in Lower Saxony/Bremen form a closely 
intertwined urban region that is comparable to the situation in the urban region of Vienna/Lower 
Austria. A metropolitan region that contains a border between federal states – that in itself is a 
challenge for administration and politics. Tasked with furthering regional development on a wide 
range of issues across administrative boundaries, the Kommunalverbund Niedersachsen e. V. 
(Municipal Association of Lower Saxony) is the institution created to meet this challenge. 
 
"BAUM" continues: A new phase in Bratislava Urban Regional Cooperation. 
The urban region of Bratislava – referred to as "baum" (Bratislava-Umland) – extends across the 
borders of Slovakia and into the municipalities of Lower Austria and Burgenland. After two phases 
of cooperation on a project-by-project basis, the joint strategy “baum2023+" is now to be extended 
beyond the previous scope and implemented on the basis of annual working programmes. 
 
Professional excursion to EGTC GO: The cross-border city as model for the urban region 
of Bratislava. 
The current efforts for preparations for establishing the cross-border urban region of Bratislava 
were the occasion for an excursion to the Italian-Slovenian region of Gorizia, where the cities of 
Gorizia (Italy) and Nova Gorca (Slovenia) are growing together and cooperating on the basis of a 
so-called "European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation" (EGTC). 
 
Regionally based lead planning: Uniform standards – coordinated levels – individual 
perspectives. 
The 20 simultaneous regionally based lead planning processes take into account the entirety of 
the state of Lower Austria in coordinating the development of municipalities and regions on core 
issues such as settlement boundaries, green space, commercial areas and agricultural priority 
zones, thus creating the basis for establishing regulated state-wide regional spatial planning 
programmes. Now in 2023, the formal process to establish and regulate these regional spatial 
planning programmes has begun. 
 


