
The town playground: Not just something for the little ones. 
Playgrounds make an important contribution to the quality of life – not just for a community's 
children, but also for adults. The concentration of population in urban centres leads to a thinning 
out of infrastructure in rural regions and a loss of everyday places of interaction. This process is 
also accompanied by a loss of local identification. Playgrounds are important places of meeting 
and interaction, places where social contacts are made, places that fulfil personal needs and 
societal necessities across generations. 
 
Playground of the future: The intergenerational playground.  
Playgrounds are still one of the most popular destinations for today's families. One thing that has 
changed in recent years is the increased demand for so-called intergenerational parks. On 
conventional playgrounds, parents, grandparents or older siblings often see themselves in the 
role of passive chaperones. Intergenerational parks, by contrast, offer something for everyone, 
and thus take on an important role for the population on many different levels. 
 
Motor skills park and calisthenics exercise equipment: The "playground" and a place for 
exercise only for adults? 
During the pandemic, an awareness developed of public space as an environment for exercise, 
and this put a greater focus on the design quality of these spaces. As a result, there was an 
increase in the popularity of not only traditional sports activities such as running or walking, but 
also of new possibilities for exercise offered by motor skills parks and calisthenics exercise 
equipment. Located in the public space and available for anyone to use, these facilities offer a 
low-threshold exercise option that anyone can use. However, they also have to take into 
consideration the needs of different groups of users, according to their age and body size, for 
example. 
 
Playgrounds for young and old – a tour through Lower Austria. 
Village and Town Revitalisation also supports the design of playgrounds and exercise spaces for 
all generations. All kinds of examples can be found throughout the state. 
 
Town report Traismauer: Town with history – town with ideas. 
The municipality of Traismauer looks back on an over 1000 year-old history. A Roman cavalry 
fort, for example, forms the basis of today's town core, while the town centre is characterised by 
such prominent historical sights as the Roman gate, the Hungerturm (dungeon tower), the castle, 
the church, the town walls and the medieval town houses. Traismauer has now completed its 
third urban revitalisation process, once again with broad civic participation. In the context of this 
process, a number of projects were again planned and implemented, including a farm shop with 
digital payment system in the city centre, the new youth oasis, a walking trail around the centre, 
the "Roman workshop" as a historical experience, the expansion of the moat park, a playground 
initiative, and the adaptation of the castle for two permanent exhibitions. 
 
Reports from the main regions. 
The customary review of the main regions shows that the villages and towns of Lower Austria do 
not go into hibernation in the winter, but rather that they are as active as ever, constantly working 
on new ideas, projects and initiatives. The Lower Austrian campaigns Village and Town 
Revitalisation and Gemeinde21 provide models and concepts that offer stable foundations and 
valuable resources to support greater coexistence among the population and bring about a 
noticeable improvement of the quality of life for all generations. 
 
Award ceremony: Conclusion of the 2022 ideas competition of Lower Austrian Village and 
Town Revitalisation. 
On 7 December 2022 in St. Pölten, the 28 winners of the 13th ideas competition of the Lower 
Austrian Village and Town Revitalisation campaign were recognised in the categories "Social Life 



– Coexistence", "Village and Town Centre Revitalisation" as well as "Digitisation and Civic 
Participation". 


